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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/736,731 



Applicant{s) 
HUNG ET AL 



r 



Art Unit 

2876 



Examiner 

ED WYN LABAZE . 

The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th cov r sheet with the correspondence aaar.^ » 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

onM tlavaL^ unaer .he provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). ,„ no even,, however. n,ay a reply be ..meh, n.ed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of ••^f^.'^"'^"™^^^^ ^,u=. statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
- If the period for reply specified above .s less than thirty <f > '^P'^^g^^^^^^^^ (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

. n NO period for reply is specified above, the '"J^ '^^^ "^^"^.^^^^^^^^ become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

: Sr^JStyrrcLtrttt-^hr^^^^^^ 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 September 2002 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEl This action is non-finai. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters Prosecution as to the ments ,s 
^ closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1 935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1:27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) .•^■5 8and 10-27 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Ciaim(s) 1 2.6.7 and 9 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: accepted or bD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is. «)□ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)DAll b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



] UCllMICU t^upi^o wi ipiw. f^.. J 

3 □ copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
• see the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional apP^cation has been rece^ed^ 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic prionty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

„ 4)0 Interview/ Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) . 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) p^^^^^ Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) ^ LJ 

3) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U 
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■ Application/Control Number. 09/736,73 1 
Art Unit: 2876 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Receipt is ackr^owledged of Amendment filed on 9/18/02. 

Response to Arguments 



2. AppHcam's .gumems f„ed 9/18/2002 have b«„ fuUy considered bu, .hey are no. 

persuasive. 

ae dain, The appe„an. argues .ha., .he p„o. a« ci.ed by .he BrandoriTe. a,. 

,U S 5 403 0S4) does no. .each a shroud a. leas. pa,.iaUy surrounding .he imaging camera and 
e.eMe anrbien. ligh, an iUuminaUon lamp wi.hin .he shroud .o iliunrina.e .h. ccmpu.er- 
^eadabie code a. an angle such .ha. ligh. from .he .ilumina.ion .amp is no. diredy re„ec.ed from 

the surface to the camera. 

The examiner respeCfUHy disagrees wi.h .he appe.lam's commen.s and argumen.s. The 
p„or ar. of record, Brandorff e. a,., does .each a shroud conHgured .o exclude ambien. ligh. from 
e„.ering .he imag.ng camera ,coU, lines 42-55) and .he dluminarion lamp disposed «i.h,n .he 
.Hroud (coU, hnes 46-63) .0 i,lumma.e .he surface a. an angle and .ha. .he i,.umina.,on lamp .s 
airecrly reflec.ed from .he surface .o .he camera. Brandorff e. al. .caches a sys.em wherern 
.... Uiumma.,on ligh. (from fig. «) impinges .he mdicia in a f,rs. d,rec.ion and is reflec.ed bac. 

<■ lines 35-41) which consis.s of .he claimed 

in a second direction from the surface (col,5, hnes 35 41), 

invention. Therefore .he examiner re.ains .he re,ec.ion of .he claim 

Ke cairns 6, 7 and 9: The appellan. argues .ha, .he a« of record, Brandorff e. ai., reaches 
. 3ys,em wherein ,he imagmg camera is a. an unspec,f,ed f,xed d,s.a„ce for .he .arge. surface, 
and does no. .each or sugges. .he a viewing angle grearer than 13 degrees. 



not 
the 



ig range 
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The examiner agrees .ha, .he an of record. Brandorff e. al, does no, disclose any 
speciflc dis,a„ce in ,he specif,ca,ions and ,he aforen,en,ioned .3 degrees or grearer is derived 
from a n,a,hen,a,ical compu,a,ion involving .he d,s,ance "d" of ,he .mag-ng camera from .he 
.arge, surface and .he viewing lengrhs (firs, and opposire edges) of .he camera, bu. as a nev, 
ci.ed. BrandorfTe, al. (U.S. 5,567,934) s.a,ed .ha, Ae Pulnix TM 7x has a camera viewing r 
of 2.5 inches (6.5 cm). In hgh, of ,he ma,hema,ical deriva,ion s,a,ed by ,he applican,, i, would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in ,he an ,ha, .he disrance »d», in order ,o have a 
v,ewing of ,3 degrees or grearer, would have ,0 be no more .han 7 cm and achievable. Therefore 
.he examiner re.ains .he rejec.ion of the claim, 

,. ,n response ,o applicant's argumen, .ha. .he examiner's conclusion of obviousness is 
based upon improper hindsigh. reasoning, i. mus. be recognized .ha. any judgmen, on 
obviousness is in a sense necessarily a recons.mc.ion based upon hindsigh. reasomng. Bu. so 
long as i. .akes in.o accoun. only knowledge which was wi.hin .he level of ordinary skill a. .he 
.ime ,he claimed mven.ion was made, and does no. mclude knowledge gleaned only from .he 
applicants disclosure, such a recons.n.aion ,s proper. See /„ McU.,m,. 443 F.2d 1 392, 

nOUSPQ209(CCPA 1971). 

Re claim 2: Brandorff e. al. did no. specify .he specral range of .he narrow bandpass 
f,l.er. One sk.ll in ,he an would recognize .ha. visible ligh. .s be.wee„ 400 nm and 700nm and 
,ha. ,. would have been obvious .o add .his limi.a.ion .o .he .eachmg of BrandorfTe, al. a. .he 

time the invention was made. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



4. Claims 3-5, and 1 0-27 are allowed. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter. 
The prior art of record fails to disclose an apparatus and method, wherein: 

a) The imaging camera is a photopic imaging camera 

b) The scanner includes a photodiode 

c) The optical fiher transmits relatively more blue and red than green light 

d) The shroud is configured to place the scanner at an oblique angle 

e) Method of scanmng an .mage of computer-readable code from an electronic display and 
pleasuring light with the photodetector, if the measur.ng light .s below a selected threshold; turn 
on the illumination lamp and scan the image of the computer-readable code from the electronic 
display. 

These limitations in conjunction with other limitations in the claims were not shown by the prior 
art of record. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Roustaei (U.S. 6,385,352) discloses a system and method for reading and comparing two- 
dimensional images. 
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Zheng (U.S. 5,567,934) teaches a method and apparatus for illumination and imaging of a 

surface using opaque shroud. 

Zheng (U.S. 5,517,018) teaches a method and apparatus for illumination and imaging of a 

surface using fast exposure time. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EDWYN LABAZE whose telephone number is (703) 305-5437. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (703) 305-3503. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where th.s application or proceeding . assigned are (703) 308-7722 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 1 782. 
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